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PASTOR’S PAGE 
As we are moving, very quickly it seems, to Christmas I am once again confronted 
with the question of why. Why did Jesus come to earth to die for me? Oh, I know 
the answer is love, but even that leaves me with questions of why. I know just how 
ugly I can be. Just last night my tongue ran away and I said some ugly things. I 
know I have done ugly things, too. So why would God love ME? And, that love in 
and of itself is beyond my grasp to understand. The depth and breadth of it is 
staggering. 
 
I think that is one of the reasons that I love going to the Lord’s Table for Holy  
Communion. Since the time that Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me”     
believers have been questioning just how is Jesus involved in Holy Communion. 
Some believe that the bread and wine actually become the body and blood of   
Jesus and others have different understandings. We as United Methodist do not 
believe that the bread and juice actually become His body and blood, we under-

stand that the presence of the Lord is there - in temporal and relational terms. We 
are not able to understand or explain it fully, but He is there. It is the Holy Mystery. 
 
I like that – Holy Mystery. When I was learning Algebra, I struggled with it. But, 
when I finally understood that I did not need to know why solving for x meant I had 
to do it that way, but that it just worked…well, I managed to pass Algebra (barely). 
That is the way I approach God. There are some things (ok, many things) I don’t 
have to understand, I just have to trust our Holy, Faithful, Loving God. Holy       
Communion reminds that of that and it reminds me of His love. 
 
My prayer for you this Christmas season is that you spend time at the Lord’s Table 
being fed and knowing that you are loved. You don’t have to understand why, just 
know that you are. And, as you partake of the Lord’s Table may it be food for your 
soul as you journey on. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
 
Pastor Carmen, Todd, Caesar, Pastor’s Mom Sammie, & Molly 
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WHO HAS TEAM SPIRIT?   WE HAVE TEAM SPIRIT! 

Beginning on January 6 through March 2, the Varsity Boys Basket Ball team from   

Western High School will be using our Fellowship Hall for their pre-game, team  

dinners.  We would like to get in the game by making posters to hang around the     

fellowship hall to support their team letting them know we are   

cheering for them.  There is 17”x11” poster paper at the Serving Center 

please take some home and make posters for the WHS Varsity Basket 

Ball team. Completed poster can be brought back to the Serving  

Center.  

                                              PRAYER SHAWLS 

Are you interested in making knitted or crocheted prayer shawls?  Our Caring Ministry Team  
makes Prayer Shawls that Pastor Carmen can take with her and give to people she visits who 
are in need of prayer from illness or life experiences. The shawls can be made at home and 
we have a large supply of yarn to choose from. If you are interested please contact Kathy  
Gilson or the church office.   

It has come to our attention that some of our middle and high school youth are at loose ends 
after school and are needing a safe and warm place to spend some time. With our church 
council approval, Grace Lutheran & Auburn First Baptist are joining us in providing a place, 
warmth, fun and love for our students starting in January 2023. If you would like to join us in   
helping to meet this need and build relationships with students and their families then we are 
looking for you! We are looking to run “The Hangout”, in our church fellowship hall, Monday - 
Friday, 3 - 5 PM. You do not have to volunteer every day or even every week. Here is what you 
do have to do - be willing to get to know the students, play games, maybe help with home-
work (or commiserate over what you both don't know!), and just spend time making a       
difference in the lives of our youth and their families. There is a training being offered Dec 6  
at 1 PM here at our church. I am praying that you join us in this important ministry.   
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

January 1—No Sunday School.  
 

January 22—Pajama Day 
Wear your pajamas to Sunday School. Meet 
in the Fellowship Hall for breakfast!  
Pancakes, Sausages, apple sauce and orange juice.  
 

February 12—Valentine’s Day 
Come and make Valentine’s Day crafts for 
your friends and family.  
Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

April 9—Easter Fun 
Meet downstairs during Sunday School for an 
egg hunt, crafts and snacks.  
 

May 21—Last day of Sunday School. Meet in 
the Fellowship Hall and hopefully outside for 
some games. Then indoors for snacks.  
 
All other Sundays meet in your classrooms.  

Confirmation Class—November 2022 

Jackson Skinner, Jonathon Stevens,  

Arianna Tomkinson 

Baptism—November 2022 

Jackson Skinner 

Logan Mika helping Pastor Carmen 

decorate for Christmas.  
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Changes to start happening beginning January 1st!  
 

Many people have been asking, when are we getting our new carpet? Our last services in the 
sanctuary will be Christmas Eve. Starting on January 1st  we will be meeting for service in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Yes, it will be a different atmosphere. People will be sitting at tables, drinking 
coffee and eating but it is all about the reason not the location.  The sanctuary level will be 
closed off during the renovation, with the exception of Worship Team, Trustees, Counters, 
etc. For safety, we are asking that you refrain from going to that level, not even for a peek, we 
would like the finished project to have a surprise reveal for all of our congregation.  
 

The plan is to be back in the sanctuary on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday. This will give plenty 
of time for the renovation and any clean up because no matter how careful you are there is     
always dust to be cleaned up.  
 

What other changes are going to be made?  
For starters, since we will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall, to avoid disrupting our current  
audio/video equipment, we are going old school:  

• There will be no worship slides, their will be bibles and hymnals available for use. 
• We may not be able to broadcast on the radio during this time. Knowing several 

people who rely on this, we are consulting a professional who may be able to assist 
in setting that up but currently we are saying it will not be offered.   

• We will not be using our fancy video camera to video stream the service, instead we 
will be using a tablet and utilizing the “Go Live” feature on Facebook. With that said, 
we will not be able to stream to YouTube. We are under the understanding that you 
do not need a Facebook account to watch a Facebook video.  

 

Good things about meeting in the Fellowship Hall: 
• You can drink coffee 

and eat during service.  
• If you have mobility is-

sues, you don’t have so 
far to go.  

• There is more than one 
bathroom or bathroom 
stall.  
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Winter is approaching… we can’t stop it but we can stop things like energy waste, injuries and 
accidents.  Here is a list of winter reminders that can help around AUMC: 

• Keep doors closed. Our church heating system is divided into sections; the base-
ment, sanctuary and fellowship hall. All the thermostats are programed to run when 
there are events planned in that area. If there is nothing going on it that area the 
thermostat will lower to 55 degree to help conserve energy. By closing the door    
between the areas, you are keeping the heat from escaping, causing the boiler  
to run less to heat the area, which saves us money. Please do not adjust any  
thermostats, ask a Trustee for help.  

• Watch for “black ice” effect in our parking lot. Something to do with the way the 
moisture is absorbed in our black top causes a “black ice” effect in our parking lot 
when the conditions are right. Step carefully out of your vehicle to make sure it is 
not slippery. If you would like valet service please call the church office and some-
one will meet you under the canopy or by the south entrance.  

• Watch school closings. If Bay City Public School is closed for a weather related     
reason, our church building is also closed, including the office. We are no longer able 
to post on WNEM so watch our https://www.facebook.com/AuburnUMC for closing 
information. We are currently working on an efficient way to communicate closings 
and cancelations. As things develop we will notify you.  

• We would rather you be safe. Please use good judgement in deciding to come to 
worship or other events. If the roads are icy please stay home. We would rather you 
be safe.  
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A special thank you from Yvonne    
Tyson for all the prayers, cards, and 

well wishes when she broke her foot. 
She has had surgery to repair it       

and is hoping to be back at work      
January 3.  
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A Service of Faith & Hope 

Grief is a funny thing. We grieve over many different things, it looks different for each person 
(it also looks different for a person at different times too), and it sneaks up on you long after 
you think you have conquered it. Grief. It comes in all shapes and sizes, but it does come for 
us all. Months after my father moved his residency to heaven I described grief like this, "It is 
like a new set of clothes that I will never take off. Some days I am able to wear the clothes ok 
(I won't say well) and other days....other days, it is like I just pushed away from the dinner ta-
ble after eating too much and I have the desperate need to loosen my belt". Grief. 

I realize that the holiday season is difficult for many. If you are struggling with grief (whatever 
the cause or reason) then I am inviting you to join us for a special service of faith and hope on 
December 8 at 7 PM. I can not make the grief go away (I wish I could) but we can discover 
again the peace that passeth all understanding. I need this service and maybe you do as well. 

One more note - You are not alone. If you are needing to talk please reach out to me. Do not 
let your grief consume you. My number is 989-745-4479 and I am always here for you. We 
will walk this valley together. Shalom. Pastor Carmen 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
 USHERS GREETERS WELCOME CENTER 

December 4 The Morris Family Gordon & Marge Wesphal Carol Holiday 

December 11 Bill Shephard Kathy Gilson Sandy DeWaele 

December 18 Bruce & Monica Bedtelyon Jean Everts Carol Holiday 

December 24 See Below  

       4:30 pm Adrenne & Amber Meyer n/a Linda Czyzewski 

       7:00 pm Steve & Kelly Krueger Trudy Pischel Susie Plessner 

     11:00 pm Bruce & Monica Bedtelyon n/a Janet Stevens 

December 25 No service today, watch for Pastor Carmen’s Christmas Devotional on Facebook.  

January 1 The Morris Family Gordon & Marge Wesphal Betty Stark 

January 8 Bill Shephard Kathy Gilson Sandy DeWaele 

January 15 Bruce & Monica Bedtelyon Jean Everts Carol Holiday 

January 22 Adrenne & Amber Meyer Trudy Pischel Janet Stevens 

January 29 Ted Tiede Susie Plessner Brenda Sinicki 

If you are interested in being added to the next schedule please call Betty Stark 
at 989-415-0309.  

4—Becky Jenkins 
4—Patti Wescott 
15—Susie Plessner 
17—Bill Shephard 
18—Lynne Krancich 
20—Todd Cook 
26—Kathy Gilson 
26—Dawn Maida 
29—Melissa Massung 
 
2—Birt & Kayleen Etienne 
13—Brian & Penny Fry 
13—Glenn & Brenda Sinicki 
27—Kirker & Lori Kranz 
 
Did I miss your anniversary or birthday? Please 
call or email me in the office  989-662-6314 
office@auburnumc.org  — Jenn 

If you are no longer receiving  
Prayer Chain emails or you would 
like to be added to the email list, 
please email   

prayer@auburnumc.org  
subject “Add me” and put your 
name in the message so Kathy 
knows who you are.  
 
Kathy is also requesting that when 
you send a prayer request you    
include your first and last name so 
she knows who sent the email.  
       
                                    Thank You.  
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On Sunday, November 6, we celebrated the United Women in Faith (formally the United 
Methodist Women) and all the women of faith. Leaders for the 2023 year were recognized 
and 2 awards were given.   
 
The first award went to Moncia Bedtelyon  for all of her hard work throughout our church. 
Monica, “the hostess with the mostess” as some call her, is always here to greet you with a 
smile. She is the current chair of the Worship Ministry Team and has held many other team 
and committee positions throughout her years. She is a faithful helper of the Auburn  
Community Food Pantry, excellent with evangelism and is always willing to help when she 
can. 
 
The second award was to Amber Meyer, a young women of faith.  Although the Women of 
Faith do not have an official award to present to teens, they felt Amber’s story could not go 
without mention… 
 
Amber lost her grandmother to cancer when she was about 18 months old. This, along with 
other diagnosis of cancer in her family began her role as a fundraiser for the American Cancer 
Society, Relay for Life. She participated (with the help of her mom) as a toddler. At about 5 
years old she began fund raising on her own. Whenever she hears of a new cancer diagnosis 
(whether family or stranger) she feels she needs to do more. She is a top fundraiser for   
Midland County raising $ 3 K to $5 K per year. She sells flowers, has bake sales, collects and 
returns cans and bottle and other activities to raise money. At the Relay, she will walk as many 
as 30 miles, she has traveled to Lansing to urge lawmakers to support funding for cancer     
research and programs for patients and their families. She has done videos to encourage   
people to get cancer screenings done, wear sunblock, and heat healthy. Amber is a very    
special young lady and today we recognize her with a Certificate of Appreciation for all she 
does. Amber we bless your loving heart, caring soul and dedication to making the world a 
better place.  
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday           

9:00 am – 1:30 pm  

 

Pastor’s Typical Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

However, Pastor Carmen often has 

meetings or visits scheduled daily.  

If you would like to schedule a time to 

talk with Pastor Carmen please call 

the office at 989-662-6314 

or contact Pastor Carmen at 

989-745-4479 

 

Website:  auburnumc.org  

Email: office@auburnumc.org   

 www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC 

Pastor:                                                                          Rev. Carmen Cook 
Administrative Assistant& Treasurer                        Jennifer Williams 
Nursery:                                            Phyllis Roberts 

A U B U R N  U N I T E D  
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

Our Vision: 
A family church where we can grow together in faith and 
reach out to share god’s love.  
 
Our Mission: 
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world.  
 
Our Core Values: 
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we  
      relate to God. 
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God. 
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a  
    way like no other that God loves us unconditionally 
    with amazing grace. 
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our  
    neighbor in real and relevant ways. 
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice 
    realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all  
    on the faith journey together. 
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom   
    “…we live and move and have our being”  
     (Acts 17:28). 

207 S. Auburn Rd. Auburn, MI 48611 

(989) 662-6314  Pastor Carmen’s Cell (989)745-4479 

http://www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

