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PASTOR’S PAGE 
An Honest Confession… 
Kathy has been giving me some books to read and one of which is one that I know 
many of you have read, “The Art of Neighboring” by Pathak and Runyon. Here are 
some quotes from the book that stood out to me— 
 

“Jesus got a lot done but He never seemed to be in a hurry. He lived a passionate, 
purposeful life but was never in a rush. The question for us, then, is how can we live 
like Jesus? The answer” we must learn how to keep the main thing the main 
thing.” (50) “ 
 

“…it probably means that by trying to love many, we actually love very few” (54)  
 

“(1) make the main thing the main thing, (2) eliminate time stealers, and (3) be   
interruptible. Making the min thing the main thing means taking time to reflect on 
what is important in your life and then scheduling around those things.” (54) 
 

We must focus on our top priorities and choose not to do the activities that keep us 
from that focus” (55)  
 

The ides of being interruptible is being willing to be inconvenienced. It means devel-
oping a mind-set that accepts the interruptions of others.” (55) 
 

“The art of being a good neighbor is something that both changes the people     
who live around us and changes us as well. As Lauren and I wrestled through the 
situation with the party, we found ourselves asking God for guidance. And as a    
result, we grew closer to Him.” (64) 
 

“….following Jesus is not necessarily designed to be safe.” (67) 
 

“Remember, it’s easy to make assumptions about other people when you don’t   
really know anything about them.” (70) 
 

“When Levi throws this party, Jesus is more than happy to attend.” (79) 
 

“So when the Pharisees question him, Jesus has every opportunity to apologize for 
sending time with “sinners”. Yet Jesus actually does the opposite. He defends his 
right to be there and doesn’t back down because he is using the opportunity to 
hang out and party with a group of people who don’t have any religious framework 
and whom he might not see otherwise. When is the last time you were accused of 
doing something like this? Has your character ever been questioned because you 
are or drank with sketchy people?” (80) 
 

Ok, I am going to quit sharing tidbits that have captured my attention because in 
just jotting down these I realize that the reason they have captured me is because 
they all harken back to Ephesians 5:1,2, “Therefore be imitators of God as dear  
children. 2  And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, 
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.”  
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The question for me in reading this book has become, am I doing what Jesus did and would do? The answer is 
sadly convicting. Here is a case in point. I have recently moved to Auburn, as you well know. I love the 
church. I love the broader community but I have noticed something kinda odd. As friendly as everyone is and 
has made me feel welcome in the community, my immediate neighbors…well, its odd. This community is a 
very healthy community – lots of joggers, walkers, and people just enjoying their yards. When people would 
walk by the parsonage and glance over I would smile and wave and even call out hello. But, the people would 
quickly look away and keep going pretending I didn’t exist. I haven’t given up being friendly and once in 
awhile I get someone who will acknowledge the crazy lady waving at them. But, it has had an effect on me 
and not in the good way – I began to wonder if something is wrong with me and maybe no one wants to be 
friends with a new pastor here.  
 

As I have been sitting outside the parsonage with Caesar (my four-legged child) I have noticed my neighbor 
across the street. Ok, lets be honest – I noticed her as soon as I moved in. How could you not – she made me 
feel lazy. She has been repainting her porch and working in her flower beds. I knew I needed to go meet her 
but I had picked up on the weird isolating bubble around the parsonage. I know she had seen me – kind hard 
to miss the huge moving truck or not hear the Child’s furious barking at squirrels. So, why hadn’t she at least 
waved? I allowed her behavior and that of everyone else’s to keep me in my yard…till I started reading this 
book.  
 

When I finally mustered some courage that to be honest was wrapped in guilt and walked across the street, 
prodded along by an attitude of unenthusiastic obedience, I discovered something – she was normal. Yes,  
she had seen me but she was just wrapped up in her deadlines and her life. I had brought her a cold bottle of 
water as she was once again working in her flower beds on a very hot day. We had a lovely visit under a 
shade tree and we began the journey of moving from strangers to acquaintances. I won’t stop there though 
because that’s not what Jesus did. He had relationships. So, I will continue to walk across the street and Lord 
willing one day she will walk across it, too. 
 

This book has made me do some thinking about myself. Why am I easily willing to go to Africa but find it 
difficult to walk across a street and meet people that I live with in a community? And, how can I help my 
church live out the Great Commission right where they live if I am not doing it? I think the fear for me has 
been that of rejection. It’s safer to live quietly and let people come to me. But, God didn’t call us to be safe. 
He called us to imitate Him. Again, it’s that whole Ephesians 5:1,2 thing. No wonder I love to hate those   
verses – they don’t leave me alone. 
 

So, I may not be brave. I may not be a party person. But, I can imitate and the more I imitate Jesus the more, 
I am praying, He will transform me. Yes, I want Kenya to see God in me but so to do I want Auburn to see Him 
in my life, as well.  
 
The Great Adventure is Calling Us All, 
 
Your Pastor 

Do you have a favorite hymn you would like to hear? 
If you have a favorite hymn you would like to hear before    
service please write it on the back of the Communication Card 

that is in your bulletin.  We will get the information to 
the organist to add to her list.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

October 30—Fall Fun Festival 
            All pre-school—5th graders meet in    
            Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am.  
 

November 27—Thanksgiving Fun 
            All pre-school—5th graders meet in    
            Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am.  
 

December 25—No Sunday School 
 

January 1—No Sunday School 
 
Kids will report to their regular class rooms: 
September 18, 25         October 2, 9, 16, 23 
November 6,13,20       December 4,11,18 

CHANGES IN CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASSES 

Beginning October 9th the classes will be adjusted to 
better accommodate the teacher/student ratio.  
     4 yr olds—1st grade, rm. 10, downstairs 
     2nd grade—4th grade, rm. 13, downstairs 
     5th grade—9th grade, rm. 9, downstairs 
     10th grade and older will join an adult class until 
we have at least 4 high school students (as of right 
now, we have zero). 
 

Also starting on October 9th all student 4th grade 
and younger, including the nursery, need to be 
signed in and out by a parent according to new Safe 
Sanctuary Guidelines.  

 
2nd—8th Grade Trip 

On, Sunday, October 23,  the 2nd—8th grade classes 
will be taking a trip to Leaman’s Green Apple Barn. 
Meet at the church at 1:15pm, pick up at the church 
at 4:00 pm.  Dress for the weather & activities. There 
will be a hay ride, play ground, putt-putt golf, animals, 
etc. Cider & a donut will be served. If there is light 
rain we will still go, if heavy rain we will  cancel. 
Please contact Linda C. at 989-600-2702 for more  
information and to RSVP by  October 12th.  
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If you are no longer receiving Prayer 
Chain emails or you would like to be   
added to the email list, please email  
prayer@auburnumc.org subject “Add me” 
and put your name in the message so 
Kathy knows who you are.  
 
Kathy is also requesting that when you 
send a prayer request you include your 
first and last name so she knows who 
sent the email.  
       
                                    Thank You.  

Total cash received as of  
October 22, 2022 

$ 37,254.92 

Total pledge funds  
expected in the future 

$ 3,433.98 

Progress towards  
$45,000 goal 

$ 40,688.90 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THESE  
MUCH NEEDED UPDATES TO OUR CHURCH BUILDING.  

Pews or Chairs? That is the question. The original plan for the Renew in 22 project was to     
remove the pews and replace them with chairs.  The committee has received some feedback 
about pews vs. chairs and would like to get a sense of what is preferred by the congregation.   
On, Sunday, October 16, a poll will be taken to gather information. This is not a vote! The     
information gathered will be considered by the Renew in 22 Committee  to make a final         
decision.   
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
 USHERS GREETERS WELCOME CENTER 

October 9 Bill Shephard Kathy Gilson Sandy DeWaele 

October 16 Bruce & Monica Bedtelyon Jean Everts Carol Holiday 

October 23 Adrenne & Amber Meyer Trudy Pischel Janet Stevens 

October 30 Ted & Nancy Tiede Brenda Sinicki Sue Plessner 

November 6 The Morris Family Gordon & Marge Wesphal Betty Stark 

November 13 Bill Shephard Kathy Gilson Sandy DeWaele 

November 20 Bruce & Monica Bedtelyon Jean Everts Carol Holiday 

November 27 Adrenne & Amber Meyer Trudy Pischel Janet Stevens 

If you are interested in being added to the next schedule please call Betty Stark 
at 989-415-0309.  

1—Dawn Landis-Lapham  
2—Hannah Erwin 
2—Kris Wise 
3—Bev Eschenbacher 
6—Mark Filcek 
13—Steve Krueger  
13—Darlene Randall  
16—Larry Davis 
17—Roger Anderson 
17—Marc Morris 
19—Sandy Burr  
21—James Wegener 
22—Ruby Christopherson 
28—Darla Gairns 
28—Pat Lyvere 
30—Penny Fry 
 
4—Chasen & Chelsea Filcek 
16—Bethany & Zebadiah Hammond-Stone 
24—Dennis & Connie Rogers 
26—Jim & Barb Cody 
 
Did I miss your anniversary or birthday? Please 
call or email me in the office  989-662-6314 
office@auburnumc.org  — Jenn 
 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Our 2021-2022 Charge Conference will 
be held at Freeland UMC on Sunday,   
October 23. There will be a Q&A at 6 pm 
with the Charge Conference beginning at 
7 pm. All are welcome to attend. We will 
be voting on items for our church and for 
the District.  
 

NOVEMBER MISSION MOMENT 
Aaron’s Gifts From Home. We will be  
collecting items to send to the troops 
over seas in November. There will also 
be a noisy (coin) offering on October 30.  
For more information about Aaron’s 
Gifts From Home visit their website at 
aaronsgiftsfromhome.com  
 
The Missions Team is also asking for    
unused Christmas cards to send to the 
military members. Please leave them at 
the Serving Center in the Fellowship Hall.  
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WOMEN IN FAITH 
Formally the United Methodist Women 

 

Would like to invite everyone to                 
participate in a day of making  

Quilts for Kids and Lap Ropes for Seniors 
 

Wednesday, October 12 
10:00 am—3:00 pm 

Bring a lunch. 
 

No experience necessary.  

AUBURN CITY FARM MARKET 
 

Veggie vendors needed for 2023 season.   
 

I know we have several people in our 
church that are gardeners. The City  
Manager stopped by the church office 
yesterday, they are very short on        
vendors that sell vegetables for the 2023 
season and wondered if any of our    
people would be interested.  They are 
only going to have the market one day a 
week next season, Thursday afternoons.  
If you are interested please contact the 
City of Auburn, 989-662-6761.  

SEEK PEEK INTO NOVEMBER….. 
 

Stay tuned for information about a little friendly competition with Grace Lutheran 
Church to raise money for the Toni & Trish House coming in November.  
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday           

9:00 am – 1:30 pm  

 

Pastor’s Typical Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

However, Pastor Carmen often has 

meetings or visits scheduled daily.  

If you would like to schedule a time to 

talk with Pastor Carmen please call 

the office at 989-662-6314 

or contact Pastor Carmen at 

989-745-4479 

 

Website:  auburnumc.org  

Email: office@auburnumc.org   

 www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC 

Pastor:                                                                          Rev. Carmen Cook 
Administrative Assistant& Treasurer                        Jennifer Williams 
Nursery:                                            Phyllis Roberts 

A U B U R N  U N I T E D  
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

Our Vision: 
A family church where we can grow together in faith and 
reach out to share god’s love.  
 
Our Mission: 
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world.  
 
Our Core Values: 
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we  
     relate to God. 
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God. 
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a  
    way like no other that God loves us unconditionally 
    with amazing grace. 
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our  
    neighbor in real and relevant ways. 
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice 
    realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all  
    on the faith journey together. 
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom   
    “…we live and move and have our being”  
     (Acts 17:28). 

207 S. Auburn Rd. Auburn, MI 48611 

(989) 662-6314  Pastor Carmen’s Cell (989)745-4479 

http://www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

