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PASTOR’S PAGE 
Jambo Sana! Once again, the call to be an imitator of Christ 
had me and Patricia Kierst boarding a plane on September 
30th to travel to Africa for a week of partnering with a local 
church, the Gospel Revival Center, in order to work side-by-
side with them in evangelism and revival services. 
 

This time the destination was Nairobi, Kenya.  A different 
country than last year (Uganda), a different language, but the 
same God. We went to be a blessing but Patricia and I both 
agree – we came away more blessed, forever changed, and 
leaving a huge part of our hearts there.  
 

We arrived very early on Sunday morning and arrived at the 
pastor’s home with just enough time to clean-up, eat some 
breakfast, and get to church. Sunday was a very long day of 
launching the revival and evangelism services, fellowshipping, 
and, of course, eating. I preached twice that day with Patricia 
greeting the church and loving on the children. Friendships   
began that only deepened throughout the week and we began 
our immersion into the Kenyan lifestyle, living as  
they do and falling in love with the 
people.  
 

Every morning we would rise early for morning  
prayers and breakfast and then we would gather with 
the evangelism teams for worship before dividing up 
and walking to various points for evangelism services.   
 

The church had been asked, before we came, to  
volunteer to host services  
in their homes and invite 
at least ten unsaved   
people. It was exciting  
to see the hunger, the      
excitement, and the     
response of the people. 
The theme that we traveled under was the name that 
Hagar had given God – El Roi, the God Who Sees. We 
wanted the people to know and understand that God 
saw AND loved them. During those evangelism ser-
vices we would talk about God’s great love, worship, 
and pray. We saw salvations,  commitments made, 
healings take place, and demonic encounters over-
come through the power of the Lamb.  
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Each afternoon we would gather for a traditional Kenyan 
meal (which always seemed to include a ton of peas) and 
fellowship. Visitors from the morning services would often 
follow us back and spend the day with us and they would 
be invited to eat with us. The cooks worked many hours 
to prepare us wonderful meals, that like the feeding of 
the thousands by Jesus, there seemed to always be                          

                                             enough with leftovers.  
 

Then we would then move into revival services that would last until 6 PM. In 
each revival service there would be worship, testimonies, prayers, a  sermon, 
and more worship as more salvations and commitments were made. I was 
honored to be able to preach for 1 hour each revival service about the God 
Who Sees using Hagar, Moses, Noah, Abraham, the Woman at the Well, and 
the giving of the Great Commission as proof that God sees, loves and wants to use us        
all – without excuse, justification, or compromise. It was exciting to see their  
understanding of grace deepen and overwhelm them.  
 

On our last night of the revival services I concluded our time with a hand washing  service. The idea of feet 
washing was foreign and even repulsive to the Kenyans so we started small – with two white, American 
women washing and drying their hands as a blessing was said over them. It was an emotional act of love to 
be able to serve the people who so often aren’t seen by the world, who loved us without restrictions, and 
who God loves passionately.    
 

On Friday morning we rose early to be able to travel 3 hours to the mountains of Kenya to be 
able to minister to a mountain church. It was exciting to be able to gather with them and share 
the Word of God. At the conclusion of the service a retired elder in the church stood and came 
forward. He said that he had retired but he was retired no more. He was going back to working 
for God. 
 

We met another amazing group of people there that we fell in love with. I saw the 
oldest woman there (she was 80) dancing in the aisle. I met a woman that I would 
have loved to be able to be with longer as she had a mischievous smile. The pastor 
and I talked and he asked for learning materials, which I will send. In the end, 
the overwhelming beauty of the mountains paled in comparison to the outrageous 
love and faith of the people. We were literally pulled by the hands to leave. When 
I turned on the trail to wave one more time I discovered that they were following 

us. We climbed into our cars to their waving and once again a piece of our hearts were broken off and left in 
another spot in Kenya. 
 

The call to go to a mission field is not a light one but it is one that will forever change you. Yes, you will come 
home exhausted. Your clothes will have stains that will never go away. You will lose a few pounds. But you 
will have gained a deeper relationship with God. Your faith will be strengthened. Your heart 
will be bigger. And, your world perspective will never look the same. 
 

I encourage you, go on a mission trip. If you would like to go with me on my next  
adventure, I invite you to contact me. The Lord is calling and there isn’t a second to lose. 
Mungu akubariki unapomtumikia (May God bless you as you serve Him). 
 

The Great Adventure is calling us all, 
Pastor Carmen Wairimu (Kenyan name) Cook 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

November 27—Thanksgiving Fun 
            All pre-school—5th graders meet in    
            Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am.  
 

December 25—No Sunday School 
 

January 1—No Sunday School 
 
Kids will report to their regular class rooms: 
November 6,13,20       December 4,11,18 

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING 
 

For those who missed the first one, we will be 
holding a Safe Sanctuary Training on Monday, 
November 7, 2022 at 6:30 pm, it will last bout 
2 hours. You need this training to work with 
our youth.  

WHO HAS TEAM SPIRIT?   WE HAVE TEAM SPIRIT! 

Beginning on January 6 through March 2, the Varsity Boys Basket Ball team from   

Western High School will be using our Fellowship Hall for their pre-game, team  

dinners.  We would like to get in the game by making posters to hang around the     

fellowship hall to support their team letting them know we are   

cheering for them.  There is 17”x11” poster paper at the Serving Center 

please take some home and make posters for the WHS Varsity Basket 

Ball team. Completed poster can be brought back to the Serving  

Center.  
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           HELPING HANDS CARING HEARTS 

After a long sabbatical due to the spreading of the covid virus, the 
Caring Team would like to  re-launch the Helping Hands, Caring 
Hearts support team for our congregation.  
This team is available to help members of our congregation in need 
of help with simple tasks such as preparing a meal,  taking someone 
to an appointment, pharmacy, or grocery store; some respite care to 

give caregivers a much needed break; changing a light bulb, shoveling a path, basic comput-
er or tech issues; assistance cleaning shelves for someone who should not be climbing a  
ladder, or other light house keeping during illness or injury.  There are so many possibilities! 
 
If you can help, please contact the church office at 989-662-6314 or office@auburnumc.org 
and they will get you in contact with Kathy Gilson from the Caring Ministry Team.  

                                              PRAYER SHAWLS 

Are you interested in making knitted or crocheted prayer shawls?  Another thing our Caring 
Ministry Team does is make Prayer Shawls. This is something Pastor Carmen can take with 
her and give to people she visits who are in need of prayer from illness or life experiences. 
The shawls can be made at home and we have a large supply of yarn to choose from. If you 
are interested please contact Kathy Gilson or the church office.  

There have been a lot of new faces around AUMC and I am sure some of you have thought 
to yourself “What is this Serving Center?”  If you have haven’t asked someone or figured it 
out, this is everything you need to know about the Serving Center.  
 

The Serving Center is a row of tables found along the south wall of the Fellowship Hall. They 
are covered in a white table cloth.  There is a red & white sign located above the serving  
center but it is easily missed.  What is the purpose of the Serving Center? Consider it a hub 
to everything you can do to serve and participate in church life.  This is the one-stop-shop 

for signing up for events to attend, signing up to    
volunteer, information about electronic giving, 
donating items requests and there is even a place 
to recycle your bulletin.   
 

Yes, we recycle bulletins. You know those  
Communication Cards that are in your bulletin  
ever week?  To save on printing cost we recycle 
the unused ones for the next week 
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This is going to start out sounding like a bad joke but here it goes…. 
 

“A United Methodist Pastor, a Lutheran Pastor and a Baptist Pastor walk into a restaurant….” 
 

That’s the honest truth, that is how it started. They came together for a meal and from that 
meal, a plan was formed to help our local hospice house where no one is turned away do to 
their financial situation.  What a wonderful mission we have in our own back yard.  
 

The plan is simple…. to hold a coin drive through the month of November to see which pastor 
can earn the most money for the Toni & Trish house. The prize: bragging rights and glorifying 
God by supporting this mission where no one dies alone and without the care they need.  
 

Pastor Carmen will have her Piggy Bank ready to go on Sunday.  

Exciting  
Things are  

Happening 

Be on the 

Look Out! 
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Planning has begun for the annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
Baskets distribution. There are grocery bags with a list 
of supplemental items needed for the baskets. The 
bags are located in the Fellowship Hall on the Food  
Pantry cart. The filled bags are due back to the church 
by Sunday, November 13.  A special offering will be   
collected on November 6th for the purchase of the  
Turkeys, dinner rolls and butter.    
 
Thank you for your continued support of this worthy 
mission. 

ITEMS NEEDED TO FILL A BAG 
 1 lg box Instant Potatoes 2 cans of Turkey Gravy 1 lg box of Stuffing mix 1 box Pie Crust 

1 lg. box JELLO 1 can Fruit Cocktail 1 can Pumpkin Pie mix 1 can Evaporated milk 

1 can Cranberry Sauce    

NOVEMBER MISSION HIGHLIGHT 

In loving memory of their son HN Aaron Ullom, United States Navy, who was 

KIA on July 12, 2011, in Afghanistan. became the creation of Aaron’s Gifts from 

Home. The mission of Aaron's Gifts From Home is to provide food, snacks,  

personal hygiene items and entertainment, for example books, toys, DVDs CDs 

as well as other items, which include batteries, socks, scarfs, hats, blankets, 

pillows, and hand warmers to any and all currently deployed military personnel 

on a year round basis. The goal is to improve the morale of American Troops   

serving abroad by sending care packages to deployed troops. They send to Afghanistan, Iraq,     

Kuwait, Bahrain, Korea, Japan, Cuba, Africa, and ships at sea, or wherever they are on deployment. 

They send boxes to all branches of the military. Visit their website at: aaronsgiftsfromhome.com for 

more information or to request a box to be sent to someone.  

Examples of items needed to fill care packages include:  

JERKY or MEAT STICKS, HOT SAUCE, MICROWAVE POPCORN, RAMEN NOODLES, NUTS, 

TRAIL MIX, DECKS OF CARDS, MAGAZINES, ETC.  

Report from the October Mission Highlight:  126 pairs of shoes and $180 were       

collected for the Sole Drive for the Open Door Mission in Midland.  
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AUMC CHARGE CONFERENCE  
If you were unable to attend the 2021-2022 annual Charge Conference here are the minutes 
from the business part of the meeting. Full Conference booklets are available at the Welcome 
Center or by contacting the church office.  
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From Linda:  
I would like to thank all the people who made 2nd though 8th grade Sunday School class 
outing to Leaman's Apple Farm a success: Drivers and chaperones: Arlene E., Fallon W.,    
Monica B., Olivia E., Kathy M.     
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Thank you to the Wonderful Helpers for the 
Fall Fun Fest:  Monica B, Fallon W, Darla G 
(helped behind the scenes), Olivia E, Ashley S, 
Arlene E, Kathy M and Darcy C (who painted 
the pumpkins). The children had a great time.  
- Linda & Megan  
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
 USHERS GREETERS WELCOME CENTER 

November 6 The Morris Family Gordon & Marge Wesphal Betty Stark 

November 13 Bill Shephard Kathy Gilson Sandy DeWaele 

November 20 Bruce & Monica Bedtelyon Jean Everts Carol Holiday 

November 27 Adrenne & Amber Meyer Trudy Pischel Janet Stevens 

If you are interested in being added to the next schedule please call Betty Stark 
at 989-415-0309.  

13– Trudy Pischel             
23—Birt Etienne 
23—Piper Plant 
26—Patricia Benedict 
26—Shirley Doll 
28—Aaron Wiles 
29—April Nahgahgwon 
 
3—Abby & Kyle Plant 
10— Bernie & Sheila Hoy 
16—Fred & Sue Kloepfer 
 
Did I miss your anniversary or birthday? Please 
call or email me in the office  989-662-6314 
office@auburnumc.org  — Jenn 
 

If you are no longer receiving  
Prayer Chain emails or you would 
like to be added to the email list, 
please email   

prayer@auburnumc.org  
subject “Add me” and put your 
name in the message so Kathy 
knows who you are.  
 
Kathy is also requesting that when 
you send a prayer request you    
include your first and last name so 
she knows who sent the email.  
       
                                    Thank You.  

Total cash received as of  
October 30, 2022 

$ 37,254.92 

Total pledge funds  
expected in the future 

$ 3,433.98 

Progress towards  
$45,000 goal 

$ 40,688.90 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THESE  
MUCH NEEDED UPDATES TO OUR CHURCH BUILDING.  
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I am very aware that for many the holidays are a tough time. Many of us are looking 

at empty chairs or we are facing the prospect of having to say goodbye to our loved 

ones in the new year. For various reasons the holiday season can be difficult and 

these are just two examples. This year we would like to offer you a service  

appropriately called, A Service of Faith and Hope.  We will not make light of the 

heavy burden you are carrying but we will seek to help you carry the burden and 

gain strength for the days ahead. This is another opportunity for healing and we    

invite you and those that you know who are struggling to join us as we walk through 

the shadows and  into the light of grace. 

 

Thursday, December 8th at 7:00 pm.  

 

Under the King’s Wings,  
 

Your Pastor 
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday           

9:00 am – 1:30 pm  

 

Pastor’s Typical Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

However, Pastor Carmen often has 

meetings or visits scheduled daily.  

If you would like to schedule a time to 

talk with Pastor Carmen please call 

the office at 989-662-6314 

or contact Pastor Carmen at 

989-745-4479 

 

Website:  auburnumc.org  

Email: office@auburnumc.org   

 www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC 

Pastor:                                                                          Rev. Carmen Cook 
Administrative Assistant& Treasurer                        Jennifer Williams 
Nursery:                                            Phyllis Roberts 

A U B U R N  U N I T E D  
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

Our Vision: 
A family church where we can grow together in faith and 
reach out to share god’s love.  
 
Our Mission: 
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world.  
 
Our Core Values: 
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we  
      relate to God. 
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God. 
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a  
    way like no other that God loves us unconditionally 
    with amazing grace. 
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our  
    neighbor in real and relevant ways. 
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice 
    realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all  
    on the faith journey together. 
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom   
    “…we live and move and have our being”  
     (Acts 17:28). 

207 S. Auburn Rd. Auburn, MI 48611 

(989) 662-6314  Pastor Carmen’s Cell (989)745-4479 

http://www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

