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PASTOR’S PAGE
I can’t believe that by the point you are reading this Todd and I will have been here
for one month. We have been touched by the love, friendship, and excitement that
has been offered and lived. Not only do we love the town of Auburn but we love
you, the church. Thank you for making room in your hearts for us.
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So, my mom finally came home from Oklahoma where she has been since June 8.
I have really missed her and am glad she is back. While she was gone Todd and I
have babysat her little dog, Molly, and her cat, Silkie. They have been so stinking
cute and fun to watch. Molly has stolen my heart with her sock stealing, trying to
fly in the boat, determination to swim with Caesar, and her morning wrestling with
Silkie. But, I’ve noticed something. Molly is a 5 lb Maltese Poodle that likes to be a
part of every minute of your life and preferably from the safety of your arms. Here
is what cracks me up – I have to bend over to pick her up and as I am picking her up
she is jumping up like she has to help me. You know, ‘cause she is so heavy.
I wish we were that way with God. Not that God needs our help in picking us up,
but that we were that excited, that…determined to be close to Him every second of
the day. Molly fights to be included, wants to snuggle close and is determined that
when she can she is going to kiss you (a lot) to show you how much you are loved.
Molly was rescued from the shelter. She knows what doggy prison looks like. She
knows what it feels like to be abandoned. And, her little heart is so full of love for
being chosen that she can’t quit showing it. I wish we were more like Molly.
I wonder what it would look like if we walked into the sanctuary we said, “Bam!!!
I’m here and ready to worship God!”, or when we left we waited until the last
minute because we didn’t want to miss anything. I wish we all spent time
reading our Bibles and at the end of our designated time we didn’t quit because
we couldn’t get enough of God. I wonder what this church would like if we all
prayed with passion for the Holy Spirit to fall on us. I wonder what God would do if
we all showed up at every opportunity because we couldn’t get enough of Him or
being with our family. And, I wonder what God would do if we loved Him so much
that we gave it all to Him – our lives, our finances, our time, our families….
everything.
Molly and Caesar bring such joy into our home because they love us and want to be
with us. I guess my question is – do we bring such joy to God because we love God
and want to be close to Him? Yes, I don’t think it
would be a bad thing if we were more like Molly
and Caesar.
The Great Adventure is Calling,
Pastor Carmen
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August Memory Verse
I love the book of Malachi and this is one of my favorite
verses in Malachi because of the mental picture it gives
me – that of a refiner who sits and waits for the precious
item to be ready to come out of the refining fire at just
the right time for a special purpose. When things are
tough in your life I invite you to remember there is the
Refiner who is sitting there with you, waiting till just the
right moment to take you out of the fire for a purpose. Be
patient, the Refiner knows best.
Malachi 3:3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer to the LORD an offering in righteousness.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
USHERS

GREETERS

WELCOME
CENTER

PRAYER
ROOM

Aug. 7

Bill & Liz
Shephard

Need Volunteer

Betty
Stark

Need Volunteer

Aug. 14

Marc & Lyndsay
Morris

Need Volunteer

Linda
Czyzewski

Need Volunteer

Aug. 21

Bruce & Monica
Bedtelyon

Jean
Everts

Janet
Stevens

Need Volunteer

Aug. 28

Adrenne & Amber
Meyer

Trudy
Pischel

Carol
Holiday

Need Volunteer

Sept. 4

Bill & Liz
Shephard

Need Volunteer

Betty
Stark

Need Volunteer

Sept. 11

Steve & Kelly
Krueger

Need Volunteer

Sandy
DeWaele

Need Volunteer

Sept. 18

Bruce & Monica
Bedtelyon

Jean
Everts

Carol
Holiday

Need Volunteer

Sept. 25

Adrenne & Amber
Meyer

Trudy
Pischel

Janet
Stevens

Need Volunteer

If you can fill in any “Need Volunteer” positions or are interested in being added
to the next schedule please call Betty Stark at 989-415-0309.
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The kids of AUMC will be singing in church on Sunday, August 21, for the Back to School/
Youth Sunday and for the Sunday School Kick Off on Sunday, September 11. We need to
practice. On August 7th & 14th after the Children’s Time in the service please send your
children to rm. 12, downstairs for rehearsal.



Sunday, August 21st, is Back to School/Youth Sunday. We will be doing the blessing of
the backpacks, blessing the students and the teachers on this Sunday. Please have your
student bring their backpack.



Sunday School Kick Off will be on September 11th. The kids will start off in the
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am for a welcome back celebration.
DATES TO REMEMBER

BIBILES FOR 2ND GRADERS
It is an annual tradition at AUMC to present all
August 7—Kids choir rehearsal.
2nd graders with a bible during service. If you
Kids will start in church and will go to
rehearsal following the Children’s Time. have a 2nd grader this year (or a child up to
5th grade) who has not received a bible
August 14— Kids Choir rehearsal.
please contact Linda C. at 989-600-2702
Kids will start in church and will go to
rehearsal following the Children’s Time.
August 21— Back to School/Youth Sunday
Kids will sing today. Bring Backpacks.
September 11— Sunday School Kick Off
All pre-school—5th graders meet in
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am.
Kids will sing in service today.
October 30—Fall Fun Festival
All pre-school—5th graders meet in
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am.
November 27—Thanksgiving Fun
All pre-school—5th graders meet in
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am.

ATTENTION
CHILDREN & YOUTH
VOLUNTEERS

December 25—No Sunday School
January 1—No Sunday School

There is a Safe Sanctuary training scheduled
for August 30 from 6:00—8:00 pm
Pizza dinner provided.
Please RSVP to Linda C. at 989-600-2702

Kids will report to their regular class rooms:
September 18, 25
October 2, 9, 16, 23
November 6,13,20
December 4,11,18
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Kenya Missions Trip
Hujambo! Salamu kwa jina la Kristo (Hello! Greetings in the name of Christ, Swahili),
I am beyond excited! I get to return to Africa and this time I am bringing three amazing
women with me – Patricia Kierst, Anika Kasper and Andrea Schneider. Kenya has long called
my heart and I am blessed to share this journey, this opportunity to minister to our brothers
and sisters there with these brave, beautiful and gifted women. We will be leaving for Kenya,
Oct 1 and returning Oct 8 of this year and while we are there we will be preaching, sharing
our testimonies, teaching, singing, dancing, encouraging the saints, participating in
evangelism efforts and falling in love with the Kenyan people. I invite you to become involved
in this amazing opportunity by first and foremost praying for us. Make no mistake, this is a
spiritual battle that we are entering and we covet your prayers. Thank you for being a part of
the Great Adventure with us - we do this together!
Kuishi Adventure Kubwa (Living the Great Adventure, Swahili)
Your Pastor
Ways you can pray:
1. Protection from Satan
2. As we prepare the Lord leads us, every step of the way
3. The Lord prepares the people of Kenya to encounter Him in a whole new way
4. For our families as we leave them behind that they are protected from Satan
5. For our churches that they catch the Kingdom Vision and join the Great Adventure
Some Pictures of Uganda
Mission Trip 2021
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AUMC Out in the Community
Auburn Library Summer Reading Program Kick Off
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Kitchen Update:
The kitchen is complete. Make sure you poke your head into the kitchen and see
it, it is beautiful. Eventually they would like to have new counter tops put on the
two center islands but that is a project for another day.

Total cash received as of
$ 36,004.92
July 31, 2022
Total pledge funds
expected in the future

$ 3,683.98

Progress towards
$45,000 goal

$ 39,688.90

WE ARE ALMOST THERE!
The following is the scope of the RENEW project:
•
•
•

•

Replace 34 year old Carpeting in Sanctuary, two adjacent storage
rooms, Narthex, Parlor and Elevator Hallway.
Paint Coat Room, South Entrance, Sanctuary, Narthex, Parlor including
paneling and cupboards, Elevator Hallway.
Remove Pews and possibly utilize some oak for Sanctuary stairs to the
altar and/or sell the remaining pews to AUMC congregation $100 each
or Facebook Marketplace $250 each. 21 large pews, 8 small pews.
Replace pews with flexible seating chairs-for a modern worship
environment.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THESE
MUCH NEEDED UPDATES TO OUR CHURCH BUILDING.
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Saying Goodbye to Pat & Gabrielle
On Sunday, August 7, we will be saying goodbye to Pat McIlvenna & Gabe Cook-McIlvenna
as they leave Auburn UMC. Gabe has accepted a full time position as Director of Music
Ministries at Midland First UMC. While we will miss both Pat & Gabe and the ministries they
have brought to us, this a grand opportunity for Gabe and we rejoice for her and support
their decision to start a new grand adventure.
As we work to fill the gaps we will be asking for your assistance. Help is greatly needed in
the A/V Booth, training is provided. Our hope is to get enough people trained that we can
alternate a schedule.
There will also be changes to music. We are blessed to have a Pastor who can play the piano.
She will be working with the choir but we are looking for individuals who can step in and play
the piano or guitar for accompaniment who would be willing to rotate the music duties or
someone who is interested in doing a special music piece.
If you can help please contact the church office or Pastor Carmen. 989-745-4479
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BABY HATS
On Sunday, July 31, we blessed baby hats that were
made by people & friends from our church to go to
the Mid Michigan Maternity Ward.
If you are interested
in making hats, we
have both the
patterns and the yarn
available to you.
Please contact
Becky Jenkins at
989-859-2035.

Looking for volunteers to take
Communion to our homebound
individuals.
Communion for the Homebound is
done 4 times a year (quarterly). If
we can get enough volunteers you
will be divided into groups of two
(usually keeping couples together)
and will divide the homebound
members between the groups.
You will be provided a travel
communion kit that will include
everything you need including a
laminated instruction sheet that
you can read from.
If you are interested please
contact Janet Stevens at
989-667-4585
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A BIG thank you
from Sharon Senn
for the beautiful
Prayer Quilt she
received.
COMMUNITY GARDEN
The garden is growing in leaps and
bounds and we need some volunteers to help us pick. If you can
help. please contact
Bud Stevens at 989-667-4585 or
Linda Czyzewski at 989-600-2702.
Your support is needed for this
continued mission project.
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AU B U R N U N I T E D
METHODIST CHURCH
207 S. Auburn Rd. Auburn, MI 48611
(989) 662-6314 Pastor Carmen’s Cell (989)745-4479

Church Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

Pastor:
Administrative Assistant& Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper:
Nursery:

Rev. Carmen Cook
Jennifer Williams
Jennifer Williams
Phyllis Roberts

9:00 am – 1:30 pm

Pastor’s Typical Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
However, Pastor Carmen often has
meeting or visits scheduled daily.
If you would like to schedule a time to
talk with Pastor Carmen please call
the office at 989-662-6314

or contact Pastor Carmen at
989-745-4479

Website: auburnumc.org
Email: office@auburnumc.org
www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

Our Vision:
A family church where we can grow together in faith and
reach out to share god’s love.
Our Mission:
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.
Our Core Values:
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we
relate to God.
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God.
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a
way like no other that God loves us unconditionally
with amazing grace.
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our
neighbor in real and relevant ways.
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice
realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all
on the faith journey together.
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom
“…we live and move and have our being”
(Acts 17:28).
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