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Pastor’s Page 
 

Greetings!  Most of you have heard by now that Auburn UMC will be receiving a 
new pastor July 1st; at this time the Bishop and Cabinet are working on the process 
of pastoral appointments right now.  So, please be in prayer for that process, that 
person, and Auburn UMC.  Your prayers are also appreciated for me and my family 
as we prepare to move in mid to late June and settle in Alpena, where I have been 
appointed July 1st to serve the First UMC of Alpena.  My last Sunday in the pulpit at 
Auburn will be June 5th. 
 
Four years.  Or 2,102,400 minutes (how do you measure 4 years?).  Or 5’4” to  
6’0”+ from age 12 to 16 measured by my son, Joshua’s growth.  Or, 300+ sermons 
delivered.  Four years can be measured in different ways to be sure.  For the past  
2 ½ of those 4 years we have been dealing with the Covid pandemic; stressful times 
to be sure.  There have been lots of changes:  babies born, weddings celebrated, 
saints who have died are dearly missed, new faces appearing, familiar faces moving 
away.  Change is one of the most reliable principles of the universe. 
 
It’s never a question of IF there will be change, but a question of how, when, what, 
where, and why.  Change is dynamic, and that can be unsettling.  Change isn’t 
easy.  Change is also filled with opportunity.  How we approach change can make 
all the difference in the outcome.  I encourage you to:  1)  trust God, 2)  walk in the 
way of Christ, and 3) seek the wisdom, guidance, and empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit; those are the foundational principles of faithful discipleship.  
 
I was at a weekly men’s breakfast years ago, and a longtime church member was 
bemoaning change and that “Nothing lasts forever!”  I understood his viewpoint: 
that group of men loved to get together over breakfast and remember the “good 
ole days”.  Bob wasn’t as healthy and able-bodied as he once was, he was a  
widower, and his disposition repelled his children.  His words perplexed me. There 
are many things we can’t control, but attitude is not one of them.  It’s been said 
that, “Attitude determines altitude”.  It’s true: attitude creates perspective, and  
perspective sees possibilities, and possibilities determine potential.   
 
The truth is the best things in life DO last forever: 

*The steadfast love of the Lord endures forever (Lamentations 3:22-23).   
*The Kingdom of Christ will last forever (Luke 1:33)   
*The Word of the Lord lasts forever (1Peter 1:25 
*Our new life in Christ is eternal (John 3:16)  
*Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8) 

 
Shalom, 
Pastor Rob  
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On Sunday, April 24, Becky Jenkins, April Nahgahgwon, Dawn Krawczak, Sheila Berner, Pastor 
Duane, and several friends from other UMC churches, traveled to the MMDC in Illinois for a 
week long mission trip. They also took a large load of items they have been making from the 
sewing group that meets at AUMC.  

Only a few more weeks 
left to participate in the 

DVD bible study.  

If you are no longer receiving Prayer Chain emails or you would like to be added to 
the email list, please email prayer@auburnumc.org subject “Add me” and put your 
name in the message so Kathy knows who you are.  
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On Sunday, April 17, Easter Sunday, 
Amber Meyer, Adelaide Meisel,  
Edward (Teddy) Meisel, and Joshua 
Nystrom became professing  
members of Auburn United  
Methodist Church through  
Confirmation.  Lynne Kracich was 
also welcome as a new professing 
member.  

Total cash received as of  
APRIL 25, 2022 

$ 14,495.00 

Total pledge funds  
expected in the future 

$ 14,090.00 

Progress towards  
$45,000 goal 

$ 28,585.00 

The following is the scope of the RENEW project: 
 

• Replace 34 year old Carpeting in Sanctuary, two adjacent storage 
rooms, Narthex, Parlor and Elevator Hallway.  

• Paint Coat Room, South Entrance, Sanctuary, Narthex, Parlor including 
paneling and cupboards, Elevator Hallway. 

• Remove Pews and possibly utilize some oak for Sanctuary stairs to the 
altar and/or sell the remaining pews to AUMC congregation $100 each 
or Facebook Marketplace $250 each.  21 large pews, 8 small pews. 

• Replace pews with flexible seating chairs-for a modern worship  
environment. 
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Progress is being made. The walls have been painted, new cabinets have been installed in the 
west wall of the kitchen. The appliances are all in place just waiting to be wired in.  Now we 
wait, the cabinets had to be installed before they could measure for the counter tops.  In the 
mean time, the old cupboards will be getting a fresh coat of paint.  For the next couple of 
weeks we will not be serving food from the kitchen, there is just too much construction dust 
to clean up every week.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Covenant Class (Bud & Janet Stevens’ class) rm. 5, downstairs.  
 Girlfriends Class (Tamara Klida’s class) rm. 7 downstairs.  (Not meeting in summer.) 
           Joy Class (Clayton & Marilyn Davis’ class) rm. 6, downstairs  
CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  
           4 yr old—1st grade, rm. 11, downstairs 
           2nd—5th grade, rm. 13, downstairs 
           6th—12th grade, rm. 9, downstairs 
      Special Events for 4 yr olds—5th grade: 
 May 8th—All classes meet in Fellowship hall for Mother’s Day Gift making.  
 May 22nd—Last day of Sunday School, See you September 11, 2022.  
      All other Sundays meet in your class room for regular class.  
ALL CHILDREN & YOUTH CLASSES WILL BE DONE FOR THE SUMMER ON MAY 22.  
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES SHOULD CHECK WITH THEIR TEACHER TO SEE IF YOU ARE 
CONTINUING OVER THE SUMMER.  
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Church Spring Clean-Up 
& Small Projects 

Saturday, May 7 
8:00 am until done.  

 

Rain day will be May 14.  

Calling all men!  

You are invited to breakfast with the Men of AUMC  

8:00am on Saturday, May 14, 2022 

in the Fellowship Hall at AUMC.  
 

RSVP by Wednesday, May 11 

to Bud Stevens 989-529-7545   
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At the 2022 Michigan Annual Conference, I will be commissioned as an Associate Member of 
the Annual Conference.  This will happen during the same ordination service where those 
with an M.Div. degree and who have gone through the three-year provisional elder process 
will become Ordained Elders. (FYI: Kayla Roosa, who many know, will become an Ordained  
Elder at this Conference.)   
 
Associate Members of the Annual Conference are those who have (a) completed the Course 
of Study (20 seminary courses) to become certified as a Local Licensed Pastor (which I  
completed October of 2020), (b) completed at least 60 credit hours towards a college degree, 
and (c) served a church for at least six years.  From there, the person  must complete the 
same year-long process as the 3rd year Provisional Elders, including papers, projects, and 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry (BOOM) approval process (theological questions and 
individual interview/questioning process before the BOOM).  
 
I successfully completed the Associate Member process in November of 2021.   
What does this AM status mean?  First, as with Ordained Elders, Associate Members are  
guaranteed a church appointment.  Local Licensed Pastors do not have this guarantee.   
Second, once I retire from ministry, I cannot imagine just walking away from it.  So, no matter 
where I end up in my retirement life, I will take my credentials with me as a member of the 
Conference.  It will likely make it easier for me to volunteer to fill in for pastors who are on 
sick leave or on sabbatical ... or just the occasional need for someone to fill in for someone on 
vacation.  Local Licensed Pastors, once they retire, resume their status as laity and do not 
have Conference membership status.   
 
Finally, the retirement program is better for those with Conference Membership status.   
Theoretically, the pay grid is better, too.   
 
I will always be grateful for the prayerful support I have received from the Auburn United 
Methodist Church. A part of my heart will always be a part of that congregation.   
 
Penny L. Parkin, Pastor 
Frankfort UMC & Elberta UMC 
320 Maple St. 
Frankfort, MI  49635 
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NEVER TO EARLY TO REGISTER FOR CAMP 
Summer is just around the corner.  Which camp would you like to go to this year? Visit        
umcamping.org to see all the fun camps that are available, and don’t forget we have a GREAT 
campership program at AUMC, that can pay for both you and a friend to go to camp. See Jenn 
in the office for a Campership application. There is no reason not to go to camp.  

Look for the orange flyer at the Serving Center in the Fellowship Hall 

to sign up to bring baked goods or to sell your own items. OR contact 

Jenn in the office at 989-662-6314   office@auburnumc.org 
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207 S. Auburn Rd. 

Auburn, MI 48611 

(989) 662-6314 

Pastor Rob’s Cell 

(989)415-3830 
 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday           

9:00 am – 1:30 pm  

 

Pastor’s Typical Office Hours: 

If you would like to meet with  

Pastor Rob please call the church 

office to schedule an appointment  

or contact Pastor Rob at 

989-415-3830 

Website:  auburnumc.org  

Email: office@auburnumc.org   

 www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC 

Pastor:                                                                          Rev. Rob Nystrom 
Ministers:                                                                                EVERYONE! 
Administrative Assistant:                                           Jennifer Williams 
Bookkeeper:                                                     Adrenne Meyer 
Coordinator of Music:                                          Pat McIlvenna 
Worship Leader & Keyboardist:                 Gabrielle Cook-McIlvenna 
Nursery:                                            Phyllis Roberts 

A U B U R N  U N I T E D  
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

Our Vision: 
A family church where we can grow together in faith and 
reach out to share god’s love.  
 
Our Mission: 
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world.  
 
Our Core Values: 
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we  
     relate to God. 
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God. 
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a  
    way like no other that God loves us unconditionally 
    with amazing grace. 
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our  
    neighbor in real and relevant ways. 
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice 
    realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all  
    on the faith journey together. 
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom   
    “…we live and move and have our being”  
     (Acts 17:28). 

http://www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

