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The Pastor’s Page
“the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people.” - Luke 2:10
One of the unique challenges of pastoral ministry is planning meaningful
seasonal worship and programming months ahead of time. I used to jest
with “my pastor” when I was a youth and discovered him listening to
Christmas music before Halloween. Now I know how much it helps to set
the atmosphere when planning the upcoming seasons and spiritual
needs. That said, I’ve been working on this years Advent Devotional Guide.
This year each day of the Advent Devotional Guide will feature a short
scripture reading, an insightful spiritual quote from an interesting variety of
people, and a daily prayer. Using this daily guide will only take perhaps 5
minutes a day.
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The first day of Advent is Sunday, November 28th, which is not that far away.
That means the guide has to be researched, planned, written, proofed,
compiled, copied, and distributed by that date. And, we want it to be
available to your family, AS WELL AS AN OUTREACH TO OTHERS. So, we
need your help.

Inside This Issue

You know people: neighbors, coworkers, friends, extended family members,
etc. who might appreciate having a daily Advent Devotional Guide to help
them keep a healthy spiritual focus leading up to Christmas. It is surprising
how just 5 minutes a day using a devotional and having a prayer time can
help us through the stress of the “holi-daze”. We want you to “be an angel”.
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The word, “Angel” means “messenger”. Angels as we commonly think of
them, are messengers from God. When you share God’s good news you are
an angel, (and even better an “ev-angel” – a messenger of good news). We’d
like you to think of someone in the scope of your life who might appreciate a
daily devotional and simply give them a copy – no strings attached.
As you consider this “Advent Challenge” prayerfully ask God to show you
who you should offer the devotional guide to – then pray for that person.
If you will take that simple step you will be blessed, and you will have been
a blessing of God’s good news for someone else.
Shalom,
Pastor Rob
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November’s Mission Focus is:

In loving memory of our son HN Aaron Ullom United States Navy
who was KIA on July 12, 2011, in Afghanistan.
The mission of Aaron's Gifts From Home is to provide food, snacks,
personal hygiene items and entertainment, for example books, toys,
DVDs CDs as well as other items, which include batteries, socks,
scarfs, hats, blankets, pillows, and hand warmers to any and all
currently deployed military personnel on a year round basis. Simply,
to improve the morale of American Troops serving abroad by sending care packages to deployed troops. We send to Afghanistan,
Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrain, Korea, Japan, Cuba, Africa and ships at sea,
or wherever they are on deployment. We send boxes to all branches of the military. Visit their website at:aaronsgiftsfromhome.com
Becky has done the research and found out a few of the items they have a hard time getting to fill
their packages so we have decided to focus on collecting those items:
JERKY or MEAT STICKS
MICROWAVE POPCORN

HOT SAUCE
RAMEN NOODLES

The cost to send each package to a service member is $22.00, we will also collect financial donations to help defray this cost. Please write checks to AUMC and be sure to mark your donation as
AARON’S GIFTS on the memo line so the counters can apply it correctly.
If you know a service member you would like to have receive a package visit their web site or contact Jenn in the office for assistance.

UPDATE ON MISSION FOCUS FROM LAST MONTH

Last month’s mission focus was flood buckets for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. This is
what we collected:
19 bottle of dish soap
14 scrub brushes
19 pair of rubber gloves
32 bottles all purpose cleaner
336 clothes pins
2 pair of work gloves
15 Scrubbers
1 pkg of handi-wipes
1 bottle of bug spray
8 sponges
1 pkg 100’ clothesline
2 bx. of garbage bags
5 face masks
35 bottles laundry soap
Huge thank you to Al & Carol Gonzales for taking the load to Grand Ledge, they also took from our
sewing group:
186 pairs of shorts
37 Sun dresses
184 diapers (cloth)
239 wash clothes
30 receiving blankets
21 adult blankets

AWESOME JOB SUPPORTING OUR MISSIONS!!!!
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Thanksgiving bags are out and ready to be filled.
Planning has begun for the annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Baskets distribution. There are grocery bags with a list
of supplemental items needed for the baskets. The
bags are located in the Fellowship Hall on the Food
Pantry cart near the north entrance. The filled bags are
due back to the church by Sunday, November 14.
A special offering will be collected for the purchase of
the Turkeys, dinner rolls and butter, on Sunday,
November 7 .
Thank you for your continued support of this worthy
mission.

If you are no longer receiving Prayer Chain emails or you would like to be added to
the email list, please email aupc@yahoo.com subject “Add me” and put your name
in the message so Kathy knows who you are.

All Saints Sunday is November 7. We will be taking time to remember all who we
have lost in the last year. We have invited the families of Carol Ruffershoffer-Braley,
Roye Burr, Don Gilson, and Gerald Vance to light a candle to remember their loved
one. (Funeral/Memorial services were held at AUMC.)

Do you need offering envelopes?
Do you want to switch from weekly to monthly or monthly to weekly?
Do you want to sign up for auto pay?
Contact Jean at offerings@auburnumc.org
or call Jenn in the office at 989-662-6314
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Each year we present the 2nd grade students with children’s bibles that they can use
as they grow through their studies in Sunday School. This year we had a few 3rd
graders too because of the covid closure last year. Receiving bibles this year are:
•
•
•
•
•

Edison Meisel
Bryan Stevens
Blake Gibbons
Adalynn DeShano
Conner McGinnis

Big THANK YOU to
everyone that
helped with the
Quilts for Kids event
sponsored by the
UMW.
UMW Sunday is November 14
For more information about joining the UMW contact the church
office. Meetings are usually held
the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
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Zoo Boo
at
Saginaw
Children’s Zoo
Sunday,
October 17th
2nd—5th
grade class

FALL FUN FESTIVAL—OCTOBER 31
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AU B U R N U N I T E D
METHODIST CHURCH
207 S. Auburn Rd.
Auburn, MI 48611
(989) 662-6314
Pastor Rob’s Cell

(989)415-3830
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 1:30 pm

Pastor’s Typical Office Hours:
If you would like to meet with
Pastor Rob please call the church
office to schedule an appointment

or contact Pastor Rob at
989-415-3830

Website: auburnumc.org
Email: office@auburnumc.org
www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

Pastor:
Ministers:
Administrative Assistant:
Bookkeeper:
Coordinator of Music:
Worship Leader & Keyboardist:
Nursery:

Rev. Rob Nystrom
EVERYONE!
Jennifer Williams
Adrenne Meyer
Pat McIlvenna
Gabrielle Cook-McIlvenna
Phyllis Roberts

Our Vision:
A family church where we can grow together in faith and
reach out to share god’s love.
Our Mission:
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.
Our Core Values:
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we
relate to God.
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God.
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a
way like no other that God loves us unconditionally
with amazing grace.
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our
neighbor in real and relevant ways.
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice
realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all
on the faith journey together.
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom
“…we live and move and have our being”
(Acts 17:28).
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