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The Pastor’s Page 
 

I was watching the news this morning (3-10-2021) and they said that today is the one year 
anniversary of the first Covid-19 case in Michigan.  It has been an incredible and difficult 
year.  Today, Michigan has 598,014 confirmed cased, and 15,670 of our state residents have 
died in this pandemic – these are challenging times indeed, but there is hope. 
 

We now have three effective vaccines available and being rapidly distributed.  They will  
help people not to get the disease, so that it won’t spread.  For those who do still get    
Covid-19 after vaccination the science shows that cases are less severe and people are much 
less likely to die from it.  The vaccination program, along with careful practices of social    
distancing, washing hands, wearing masks, keeping 6 feet distance from others, and     
avoiding large gatherings will all help in defeating this pandemic. Keep up the good work! 
 

And congratulations!  We have risen to meet the challenge of seeking to be Christ’s church 
in the world, in safe and effective ways, even during a pandemic.   
 
My gratitude goes out to our: 
 

Tech Team - for helping us develop new ways to share God’s love and widen the worship 
circle. 
 

Worship Team – for helping to make online worship a full and quality experience. 
 
Education Team – for helping to provide Christian education for all of our people,  
and especially for the special efforts to reach children. 
 

Finance and Stewardship – for the careful management of resources and investment 
in technology that has allowed us to be resilient, and even grow in a tough time. 
 

Missions Team – for your steadfast support of our mission priorities and envisioning new 
ones. 
 

Evangelism – for knowing that we all need spiritual sustenance and helping to share         
resources. 
 

Caregiving – for helping us to stay connected and cared for in this time of social distancing. 
 

Trustees – for the supervision, maintenance and improvement of our facilities. 
 

Staff – for dedicated, flexible, adaptive service and leadership. 
 

You – and all who have continued to give of their time, talent, prayers and finances.   
You are very much needed and appreciated. 
 

With the progress that has been made, we can worship in-person on Easter this year! 
We will gather to remember and praise God for the greatest hope of all!  Christ Jesus is 
alive! 
 

“Because He lives, we can face tomorrow” …and whatever comes our way. 
 
Shalom,  
Pastor Rob 
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June 21-25, 2021 on Elmwood & Beechwood Streets 
 
Volunteers needed for painting homes, landscaping, 
clearing brush & trash, carpenters needed to fix  
porches & steps, handy people to make minor repairs, 
and people to bring & operate chain saws to clears 
trees & brush.  Contact Tamara at 989-662-4245 or  
oneweekonestreet@gmail.com  
 
There is also a sign up sheet at the Serving Center in 
the Fellowship Hall.  

We received a Thank you card from Pastor Penny Parkin a while back. I was 
waiting for the next Link to share with you… 
“Dear Auburn Church Family—I am so very humbled and grateful for your 
cards and gifts. It was because of your witness to me that allowed me to  
respond to the call to become a pastor. I am so blessed to have you in my 
life! Feel free to stop by and say hi! Sometime. Manty thanks and may God 
continue to bless you all!  
Penny L. Parkin, Pastor   Frankfort UMC & Elberta UMC” 

A few good men… 
 
Over the years, our United Methodist Men’s group has  
dwindled down to just a few guys. Bud Stevens is looking   
for a few guys to work with him to help revitalize the UMM 
and get more of our men involved in this great group.  
 
If you are interested please contact Bud.  
fcsdo@aol.com or 989-667-4585 
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April Nahgahgwon has been really busy making 

prayer quilts for our church family members 

who need a little extra prayer and love.  With 

the help of some friends like Carol Holiday and 

Gretchen Rodammer, three quilts have been 

made.  Thank you to everyone who had prayed 

from home while April tied the quilts.  
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KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP… 
On Monday, March 15, the Church Council approved the guideline set forth by the Re-Entry 
Team to start moving forward. We have many people looking forward to meeting again. We 
are closely watching the local and state Covid numbers, although they have been rising a little 
we are hopeful that as more and more people receive the vaccine, the number will start low-
ering again. However, please keep an eye on your emails, Facebook, etc., for up to date infor-
mation on closures.  Below is a copy of the guidelines that were approved by the council…. 
 
MEASURED GUIDELINE -  
If we reach more than 5% for both Midland & Bay County and are over 2000 cases in        
Michigan for 7 days in a row we will consider closing the church to indoor services and small 
groups.  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL – 

Nursery – Will be reopening soon.  
• Adults must wear masks and items will be sanitized weekly.   
• No children over the age of 3 in the nursery for safety.  

Children & Youth Sunday School -  Not returning to class for the 2020-2021 season.  
• They will continue to fill the backpacks and provide Sunday School homework       

until May 23.  
• Hoping to get a fresh start in the Fall for the 2021-2022 season.  

Adult Sunday School – Can resume meeting following the guidelines below.  
 
SMALL GROUPS, COMMITTEES & TEAMS –  

Church groups of 15 or less can resume meeting following the guidelines below.  
 
GUIDELINES FOR MEETING 

Room usage –  
• Fellowship Hall – Limited to 15 people 

• Not available between 8am – 12pm on Sundays.  
• Music Room – (room 12, downstairs) – Limited to 8 people.  
• Parlor Area - Limited to 10 people.  
• Classrooms downstairs – Limited to 6 people.  
• ALL MEETINGS NEED TO BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE THROUGH THE OFFICE 

Safety Guidelines –  
• No sharing of food or drink. Can bring your own drink or sack lunch.  
• Must wear masks. 
• Must adhere to social distancing guidelines.  
• Must disinfect the area used. (Wipe down tables, chairs, and door knobs.)  
• Must complete sign in sheet and return to office for contact tracking.  
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WHERE SO WE GO FROM HERE… 

These are uncertain times. We will continue to monitor the Covid case numbers vs. our set  
measured guideline.  
 

In the meantime, we will continue to makes adjustments to the service, to the guidelines and 
even room set ups until we figure out what works and doesn’t work.  If nothing else, Covid is 
teaching us to adapt.  
 

Are things ever going to get back to the way they were before Covid? We don’t know, it is   
already been over a year, many of us thought this would be over in a few months.  One of the 
good things is it has made us totally re-think how we are doing church.  We are now reaching 
more people with our services through our broadcast, Facebook and YouTube streaming.  This 
is something we have talked about doing for years but kept putting it off.  
 

Currently we only have one service, will we go back to two services? Most likely, but it is     
going to depend on many factors. We have figured out that 50—60 people seem to be a  
comfortable number in the sanctuary for social distancing. Right now, we are going to stick 
with one service and continue to evolve it until we come up with a good mix of both a         
traditional and contemporary service.  One of the Bishop’s guidelines suggest that we should 
refrain from congregational singing.  Thankfully we have a strong Praise Band who has 
stepped up to provide music for Sunday mornings in the absence of choir.  [Plug for choir: We 
are down to about 3 or 4 choir members, if you are interested in being in choir please let us 
know.]  We know you like to sing so we have tried to keep some hymns in the service.  We will 
continue to adjust the service music.  It is continually evolving, please be patient with the 
Worship Committee and staff as we work through this.  
 

Other things we are working on: 
• Transforming the parlor area into an area we can use for meetings/classes. As our small 

groups and classes start meeting again, we are finding many of our classrooms are not 
large enough to social distance, the parlor is a larger space that does allow for social dis-
tancing and gives them a little privacy.  We are also going to set up the “Prayer Ground” 
that used to be in the front of the sanctuary in small area of the parlor.  There is a lot of 
concern about children being on the video without consent, this may change, but for now 
it is the best way we can still offer it to our families now.   

• The Council has approved the purchase a large tv screen to put in the Fellowship Hall that 
will broadcast the service.  This is a good thing for many reasons:  

• People who are working on things in the Fellowship Hall area during church services 
or funerals will be able to see the service. Many of our volunteers miss out on       
funerals because they are helping with the funeral dinner preparation.  

• The Fellowship Hall can be an overflow space especially if we have large funerals.  
• The current screen and projector are outdated and not able to connect to newer  

laptops.  The TV will be able to easily connect to laptops for special guests or 
presentations, videos for classes, etc.  



6 

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?  
We are looking for someone to represent   
Auburn UMC at the virtual Michigan 2021 
Annual Conference, June 3—6.  
 
This years Conference will be held via Zoom 
so you will not even have to leave your 
house.  The tentative schedule is pictured 
below.   

 

Registration ends April 15th and the church will cover the registration fee.  
If you are registered before the April 15 deadline you will have the ability to vote 
on behalf of Auburn UMC.  
 
When it gets closer to the conference all voting items will be available on the   
conference website or we can print them for you if that is easier.  
 
For more information about the Annual Conference you can visit their website at 

2021.michiganumc.org 
 

Please contact Pastor Rob or Jenn in the office if you are willing to participate.  

2021 Conference Theme 
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CONTACT TRACING  
If you have attended church in the last couple weeks,  you have been asked to sign in on a     
Contact Tracing sheet. I have had a few phone calls asking me where that information is       
going. Please rest assured that those sign in sheets are for AUMC use only and once I log     
the attendance into our attendance software, they get stapled together and filed in my file 
cabinet.  I am finding it easier to keep track of attendance this way and for now, I have         
removed the Communication Cards from the bulletins, no need for you to sign in twice. You 
will also be asked to sign in for any Sunday School classes, committee or team meetings, or 
small groups you attend.  This actually makes it a lot easier for me to gather the numbers I 
need for my yearly reports to the MI Conference.  
If you are the leader of a group meeting, there is a file folder in the “For Pick Up” box outside 
my office door with lots of blank forms. Please have everyone sign in and drop it back in the 
box as you leave.   Thank you—Jenn 

EASTER FLOWER SALE 
 
It’s back! Covid is not ruining this for us 
this year!  
 

The Worship Committee will be selling 
Easter Flowers to decorate the Sanctuary 
on Easter Sunday.  
 

Order envelopes will be available in your 
bulletin  or at the Serving Center in the 
Fellowship Hall. Order deadline is    
March 21. You will be able to pick up the 
flowers after the 10 am service on    
Easter Sunday.  Call the office with any 
questions. 989-662-6314  
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SPECIAL OFFERING 
 

On Sunday, March 21, we will be      
collecting a special offering to provide 
hams and other items needed for the 

food pantry Easter Dinner Baskets.  
 

There will be a separate offering     
basket for the panty or you can mail    
a check to the office. Please mark all 
offerings as food pantry to make it  
easier for our counters.  Thank you.  

From the Financial Secretary... 
2021 offering envelopes are here! There are still a few people who have not picked up their 
booklets. They are located in the Fellowship Hall in front of the big bulletin board.  
We currently have 7 counters; one more counter would give them a rotation of 8. With an 8 
person rotation you would only have to count for 8-12 Sundays a year.  Training is provided.  
For more information about how you can become a counter, contact Jean Everts at 989-600-
6548 or offerings@auburnumc.org.  
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EXTENDED TO MARCH 21 
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Please don’t forget about the people on the  

Caring Team Visitation List who are not able to come to 

Church as often. If you need their address please contact 

the Church office.  

Roger Anderson June Filcek 

Don Gilson Echo Ignafol 

Sharon Dengel Ardis Juhala 

Shirley Doll  Ken & Ruby Christopherson 

Robert & Dolores Wise  

FINANCIAL STATUS 

FEBRUARY 

INCOME 

YTD  

INCOME 

$10,906.00 $ 21,468.00 

FEBRUARY 

EXPENSES 

YTD  

EXPENSES 

$13,795.64 $28,174.38 

A detailed Income & Expense Statement is  

available on the bulletin board in the  

Fellowship Hall.  

ARE YOU MISSING????  From Jenn in the office 

I feel like I am missing a few folks and I really want to verify that I have all your special days 
correct. Over the years I have been working here, I have been working really hard to get our 
membership and participants correct in our database program. Please take a moment to look 
over my lists and see if I have you and your family and if your information is correct. If not, 
please call or email me at the office. 989-662-6314  office@auburnumc.org 

ANNERVERSARIES 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL 

6—Brian & Kayleen G. 
13—Doug & Jane M. 
29—Doug & MaryKay S.  

No anniversaries.  3—Don & Stella T. 
4—Ted & Nancy T.  
 

2—Gordon & Marge W. 
4—Aaron & Fallon W.  

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST 

12—Jeff & Kim F. 
16—Kris & Liz W. 
18—Tom & Marie B.  
19—Mike & Adrenne M.  
30—Chuck & Bev W.  

1—Bruce & Monica B. 
2—Joe & Linda C. 
7—Marc & Lyndsay M. 
15—Mat & Andrea R.  
18—Bud & Janet S.  
26—Mat & Cailin T.  

1—Brian & Pam G.  
1—Matt & Julia W.  
7—Ron & Gayle G. 
7—Mel & Becki J.  
11—Nate & Melissa M. 
12—Mike & Dawn L.  
20—Nick & Krystle G. 
24—Carson & Darlene R.  
25—Jerry & April N.  
25—Roger & Paulette M.  

2—Addney & Myrtie B.  
3– Paul & Arlene E.  
6—Chris & Jenn W. 
8—Dave & Tamara K.  
10—Bill & Liz S. 
11—Clayton & Marilyn D.  
16—Gary & Sheila B.  
24—Ken & Ruby C.  
29—Pat & Gabe M.  

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

5—Randy & Melissa G.  
8—Todd & Ashley S.  
21—Steve & Kelly K.  
 

4—Chase & Chelsea F 
14—Rob & Ronda N.  
20—Sam & Irene S.  
24—Dennis & Connie R.  
25—Jim & Barb Cody 

10—Bernie & Sheila H.  
16—Fred & Sue K.  
18—Bob & Dolores W.  
30—Roye & Sandy B.  

2—Birt & Kayleen E.  
13—Glen & Brenda S.  
13—Brian & Penny F.  
27—Kirker & Lori K.  
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BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL 

1—Kayleen G 
4—Cameron C.  
4—Ross C.  
4—Irene S.  
5—Garnet G. 
11—Bill C.  
11—Fred K.  
12—Kirker K.  
13—Ezra W.  
15—Sue K.  
17—Rob N.  
17—Joan S.  
19—Jeff F.  
26—Chase M.  
31—Fallon W.  
31—Willow W.  

1— Julia W.  
1—Ashley F.  
2—Echo I.  
3—Pat M.  
4—Paulette M.  
5—Bruce H.  
6—Nancy T.  
9—Pat H.  
10—Jacob K.  
14—Josh N.  
16—Cailin T.  
19—ChucK H.  
22—Ed P.  
25—Chuck W.  
26—Emma F.  
27—June F.  

2—Robert W.  
9—Darci C.  
13—Jean E.  
18—Brian F.  
19—Jonathan S.  
24—Jennifer T.  
29—Myrtie B.  

2—Janet S.  
4—Nicholas G.  
6—Arlene E.  
6—Paul E.  
7—Bethany A.  
8—Nathaniel M.  
8—Sharon S.  
10—Lucas R.  
13—Sheila M.  
14—Marilyn D.  
15—Bruce B.  
20—Addy M.  
23—Don K. 
23—Yvonne T.  
30—Doug Mc 

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST 

1—Elizabeth W.  
5—Andrea S.  
8—Sheila H.  
8—Sheila B.  
9—Liz S.  
11—Simon K.  
12—Bud S.  
12—Dawn K.  
16—Sam S.  
21—Carol H.  
23—Pam G. 
25—Ardis J.  
25—Tamara K.  
27—Gabriel M.  
31—Natalie G.  

5—Brian G.  
9—Gordon W.  
10—Matt T.  
11—Sheryl B.  
13—Adrenne M.  
14—Clayton D.  
18—Barb A.  
19—Evan M.  
20—Denny T.  
27—Penny P.  
26—Amber R.  
28—Bernie H.  

2—Chasen F.  
3—Lyndsay M.  
3—Katie K.  
4—Rowan M.  
4—Mat Ra.  
5—Andrea R.  
5—Donalee J.  
7—Dave K.  
9—Jim C.  
10—Don G.  
12—Kelly K. 
12—Denise C.  
15—Barb C.  
21—Bryan S.  
25—Melissa G.  
26—Brenda S.  
26—Monica B.  
29—Connie R.  
29—Matt Ro.  
31—Betty S.  

8—MaryKay S.  
8—Chelsea F.  
9—Dan S.  
9—Zac P.  
11—Chris W.  
14—Linda C.  
22—Carson R.  
23—Kim F.  
23—Ken C.  
27—Don T.  
28—Nancy T.  
29—Gabrielle M.  

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

3—Sandy D 
5—Marge W.  
5—Bernice C.  
5—Blake G.  
6—Oliva E.  
6—Jennifer W.  
7—Maggie T. 
10—Glen S.  
11—Kathy M.  
13—Jeff R.  
14—Krystle G.  
15—Bev W.  
15—Lori K.  
16—Stella T.  
28—Dennis R.  
28—Ashley S.  
30—Penny F.  
 

1—Dawn L.  
1—Katie A.  
2—Hannah E.  
2—Kris W.  
3—Bev E.  
6—Mark F.  
6—Teddy M.  
8—Brian G.  
9—Ronnie F.  
10—Marie B.  
13—Steve K.  
13—Darlene R.  
16—Larry D.  
17—Roger A.  
17—Marc M.  
17—Michael B.  
18—Stacey S.  
19—Sandy B.  
21—James W.  
22—Andreanna B.  
22—Ruby C.  
28—Darla G.  
28—Pat L.  
30—Penny F.  
31—Roye B.  
 

3—Arianne M.  
4—Dolores W.  
8—Gayle G.  
13—Trudy P.  
21—Diane A.  
23—Birt E.  
26—Patricia B.  
26—Shirley D.  
28—Ronda N.  
28—Aaron W.  
29—April N.  

4—Becky J.  
4—Patti W.  
11—Larry R.  
13—Jane M.  
15—Sue P.  
17—Bill S.  
18—Lynne K.  
26—Kathy G.  
26—Dawn M.  
27—Edison M.  
29—Melissa M.  
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207 S. Auburn Rd. 

Auburn, MI 48611 

(989) 662-6314 

Pastor Rob’s Cell 

(989)415-3830 
 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday           

9:00 am – 1:30 pm  

 

Pastor’s Typical Office Hours: 

If you would like to meet with  

Pastor Rob please call the church 

office to schedule an appointment  

or contact Pastor Rob.  

 

Website:  auburnumc.org  

Email: office@auburnumc.org   

 www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC 

Pastor:                                                                          Rev. Rob Nystrom 
Ministers:                                                                                EVERYONE! 
Administrative Assistant:                                           Jennifer Williams 
Interim Bookkeeper:                                      Jennifer Williams 
Coordinator of Music:                                          Pat McIlvenna 
Worship Leader & Keyboardist:                 Gabrielle Cook-McIlvenna 
Nursery:                                            Phyllis Roberts 

A U B U R N  U N I T E D  
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

Our Vision: 
Creating a church where children and youth love 
to attend. 
 
Our Mission: 
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world.  
 
Our Core Values: 
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we  
     relate to God. 
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God. 
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a  
    way like no other that God loves us unconditionally 
    with amazing grace. 
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our  
    neighbor in real and relevant ways. 
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice 
    realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all  
    on the faith journey together. 
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom   
    “…we live and move and have our being”  
     (Acts 17:28). 

http://www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

