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“REWARD:  Lost dog.  Three legs, blind in left eye, right ear is missing, tail broken, 

recently neutered.  Answers to the name “Lucky”.” 
 

I hope that gave you a smile or a chuckle; it did for me.  It’s not hard to see the 
irony of such a dog being named “Lucky”.  But turned slightly this irony illustrates 
a powerful Christian paradox.  The paradox of being simultaneously a belea-
guered, battle scarred sojourner in life, and being a dearly loved child of God, a 
chosen member of the royal court in the grandest of all Kingdoms.  
 

Over the years I’ve found that some of the most powerful testimonies come  
from those who have endured the greatest adversity.  Their scars, limps, wrinkles 

magnify the power of their words.  Like Job, they have seen dark days; sometimes 
they lost everything- everything that is except their faith.  They didn’t set out to 
test God.  Life tested them, took them to the brink,. It was there they discovered 
the powerful truth and enduring promises that God is faithful.  I wish I had time  
to share with you the amazing testimonies of people I’ve met over the years.   
Remarkable faith stories from people you sit next to in the pew on any given  
Sunday; you’d never guess the path that led him or her to God’s house that day. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 is a challenging verse for many, especially for those who’ve 
known adversity: “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.”   
 

Now, I can think of some circumstances for which I am not thankful.  Illness,  
fender-benders, you know the list.  While reading, “Attitude Is Your Paintbrush”,  
I found these wise words from James Moore: 
 

ά.ǳǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊΣ 
ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǿƻΦ  tŀǳƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ƻǊ ǿŀǊ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ƻǊ 
ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦ  
²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦ  ²ƘȅΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǳǎΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΗ  ¢ƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ       
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ²Ƙƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦέ 
 

May your holidays be a true thanks-giving,  

Shalom,  Pastor Rob   
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
On October 6th we welcomed into our congregation new members: 
 
Dawn Landis-Lapham 
Ronda Nystrom 
Chelsea Filcek 
Chasen Filcek 
Matt Roth 
Dan Stockford 
MaryKay Stockford 
Marinel Adams 
Dawn Maida 

Photo credit: Ronda Nystrom 

 

Gabriel Davis, his parents: Nate and Melissa Massung.  
Sabryna Lynnette, her parents:  Brian and Kayleen Galloway.   

Lucas Donald, his parents: Michael and Amber Rapelje.   

BAPTISMS 
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SAFE SANCTUARY UPDATE 
It is our promise at Auburn UMC to follow a strict 
Safe Sanctuary Policy to make sure that all of our 
children and youth are safe when attending any 
AUMC sponsored events.  All adults that work with 
the children and youth are asked to go through an 
application process and we complete both a DHS 
Central Registry Clearance background check and an 
ICHAT background check through the State Police.  
We have recently updated our policy to have this 
process renewed every 3 years. During the next 
month Becky and Jenn will be working to make sure 
EVERYONE who works with children & youth have all 
the proper paperwork completed and background 
checks done. We are considering this a fresh starting 
point for background checks so we can get everyone 
on the same rotation, this will make it easier for     
volunteers in in future to keep track of when every-
one needs to be renewed. Do it this year, you won’t 
have to do it again till 2022!   

POTLUCK TEAM 
We are looking for a small team of individuals are 
willing to host Potlucks at the church when we 
have one on the schedule. It is not a hard job, 
more of an organizational job. You would need to 
be here a little early to show people where to put 
their dishes as they come to church in the kitchen, 
help put out the dishes when the potluck is to 
begin, and then help with clean up.  Because it is 
potluck most people take care of their own stuff so 
it is not a huge undertaking it is more just making 
sure  everybody knows when and where it needs 
to go. Please call the office if you are interested in 
helping with this team.  989-662-6314.  

PASTOR ROBΩS NEW 
CELL PHONE NUMBER 
In case you missed it in the church bulletin Pastor 
Rob got a new phone number with a local area 
code. Please change in your phone records: 989-
415-3830  

FOOD PANTRY 
Planning has begun for the annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner Baskets distribution. There are grocery bags 
with a list of supplemental items needed for the 
baskets.   The bags are located in the Fellowship 
Hall on the Food Pantry cart.   The filled bags are 
due back to the church by Sunday, November 
17.  A special offering will be collected on Sunday, 
November 10 for the purchase of the Turkeys,   
dinner rolls and butter.    
Thank you for your continued support of this    
worthy mission. 

PICTURE VIDEOS 
Do you have the gift to take family pictures and 
make them into a beautiful video?  We are looking 
for someone who would possibly be interested in 
offering that service to grieving families that come 
to Auburn UMC for their loved ones funeral or    
memorial service.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊΦ  If you are   
interested please contact Jenn in the office at    
989-662-6314 or office@auburnumc.org 

NURSERY UPDATE 
Thank you to all the volunteers who have been 
helping in the nursery. Keep up the great work! 
There will continue to be sign up sheets at the 
Serving Center in the Fellowship Hall.  

KNIFE SHARPNING  
During the apple pie prep it was discovered that    
a lot of people had knifes that needed to be    
sharpened. Chuck Witherspoon asked me to put it 
in The Link that he is willing and able to sharpen 
knives for anyone who needs it , please contact 
him at 989-839-2852.  

MMDC SEWING GROUP 
The Midwest Mission Distribution Center Sewing  
group will be having a Christmas Sale selling hand-
made items in the Fellowship Hall on the first 2 
Sundays in Decembers.  All funds raised will go to 
purchase supplies for the sewing groups mission 
projects.  
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HELP PROVIDED 
The Caring Committee has launched their “Helping Hands,    
Willing Hearts”   mission. Do you or someone you know from 
our church family need help with some household tasks, errand 
running, short-term babysitting, computers/small electronics, or 
a meal, etc.?  Please contact Pat Lyvere at 989-266-3242 or 
Kathy Gilson at 989-662-2114 before 8:00pm on the prior day.  
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Please donõt forget about the people on the  

Caring Team Visitation List who are not able to come 

to Church as often. If you need their address please 

contact the Church office.  

Roger Anderson June Filcek 

Don Gilson Echo Ignafol 

Sharon Dengel Don Spaulding 

Shirley Doll  Wes & Donna Samborn 

Ardis Juhala 

NOVEMBERõS ANNIVERSARIES    
10 

16 

18 

30 

Bernie & Sheila Hoy 

Fred & Sue Kloepfer 

Bob & Dolores Wise 

Roye & Sandy Burr 

NOVEMBERõS BIRTHDAYS 

3 

3 

4 

8 

13 

21 

21 

Kim Weitzel 

Arianne Massung 

Dolores Wise 

Gayle Gibbon 

Trudy Pischel 

Diane Allen 

Laura Jesse 

22 

23 

26 

27 

28 

28 

29 

Ruby Christopherson 

Birt Etienne 

Patricia Benedict 

Leatha Fahrner 

Ronda Nystrom 

Aaron Wiles 

April Nahgahgwon  

²ƻǊŘ ±ŜǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмф 
bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ - IŜōǊŜǿǎ ммΥм  

άbƻǿ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊΣ 
  ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴΦέ 
hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ - [ŜǾƛǝŎǳǎ мфΥму 

ά̧ ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ōŜŀǊ ŀ ƎǊǳŘƎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ    
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΥ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [hw5Φέ 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 

10th In Honor of Bernie & Sheila Hoyõs 40th Wedding Anniversary.  

FINANCIAL STATUS 

OCTOBERõS 

INCOME 

YTD  

INCOME 

$12,902.05 $143,409.01 

OCTOBERõS 

EXPENSES 

YTD  

EXPENSES 

$13,221.47 $153,982.63 

A detailed Income & Expense Statement is available on 

the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  
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SERVICE INFORMATION & VOLUNTEERS 

Worship volunteers - If you can not be here for your scheduled time, please find someone to switch 

with you and notify the office of the change.     -  Thank you! 

Date Greeters Ushers Prayer  
Room 

Welcome  
Center Counters Coffee 

Hour 

8:45 Service 11:15 Service 

December 1 

Ann Davis 
Joan Schrott 

Ted & Nancy 
Tiede Barb Anderson Pat Lyvere 

Dennis 
& Melissa 

Team 
#3 

Sandy DeWaele Monica Bedtelyon n/a Betty Stark 

December 8 

Steve & Kelly 
Krueger 

April Nahgahgwon 
Ann Wright Marilyn Davis Patricia Benedict 

Ann 
& Melissa 

Team 
#7 

Sue Plessner Dawn Krawczak 
Adrienne Meyer n/a Brenda Sinicki 

December 15 

Larry & Janet 
Rahl 

Steve & Kelly 
Krueger Trudy Pischel Jim Cody 

Ann 
& Melissa 

Team 
#8 

Betty Stark Fallon Wiles n/a Monica Bedtelyon 

December 22  

Bill & Liz 
Shephard 

Jim & Barb 
Cody Sheila Hoy Janet Stevens 

Ann 
& Lyndsay 

Team 
#9 

Fallon Wiles Sam Samborn n/a Need Volunteer 

December 24 
4:00  Need Volunteers Need Volunteers n/a Need Volunteers 

Ann 
& Lyndsay n/a 

December 24 
7:00  

Jim & Barb 
Cody Need Volunteers n/a Garnet Glazier 

December 24 
11:00  

Jerry & Joan 
Schrott Need Volunteers n/a Need Volunteers 

December 29 
11:00 only 

Don & Stella 
Tomkinson 

Bill & Liz 
Shephard n/a Ann Wright Sheila 

& Lyndsay 
Team 

#5 

If you can help usher, be a greeter or be at the Welcome Center on Christmas Eve please contact the church office?  

The United Methodist Women would like to thank everyone that helped 
with the Apple Pie Project the past 2 weeks. Without your help we would 
not be able to help support the many missions that we donate to. We 
sincerely appreciate all of your hard work. May God bless each and every 
one of you.  
 

TOTAL PIES SOLD: 588 
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207 S. Auburn Rd. 

Auburn, MI 48611 

(989) 662-6314 

Pastor RobΩs Cell 

(989)415-3830 
 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday           

9:00 am – мΥол pm  

 

PastorΩs Typical Office Hours: 

Monday & Thursdays 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

If you would like to meet with  

Pastor Rob please call the church 

office to schedule an appointment  

or contact Pastor Rob.  

 

Website:  auburnumc.org  

Email: office@auburnumc.org   

 ǿǿǿΦCŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκ!ǳōǳǊƴ¦a/ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ Τ                                          WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 
.ƻƻƪƪŜŜǇŜǊΥ                                                         !Ƴȅ {ŀƳōƻǊƴ 
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎΥ                                          tŀǘ aŎLƭǾŜƴƴŀ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ϧ YŜȅōƻŀǊŘƛǎǘΥ                                     DŀōǊƛŜƭƭŜ /ƻƻƪ 
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ                                            tƘȅƭƭƛǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎ 
tŀǎǘƻǊΥ                                                                           wŜǾΦ wƻō bȅǎǘǊƻƳ 

A U B U R N  U N I T E D  
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

Our Vision: 
Creating a church where children and youth love 
to attend. 
 
Our Mission: 
Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world.  
 
Our Core Values: 
1. Prayer is a powerful means through which we  
     relate to God. 
2. The Bible is the authoritative source for knowing God. 
3. Jesus is God's Son. He is the One who reveals in a  
    way like no other that God loves us unconditionally 
    with amazing grace. 
4. Mission, local and distant, is a means to love our  
    neighbor in real and relevant ways. 
5. Imitating our Lord by practice, practice, practice 
    realizing that none of us are perfect, but we are all  
    on the faith journey together. 
6. The Holy Spirit is God’s guiding Presence in whom   
    “…we live and move and have our being”  
     (Acts 17:28). 

http://www.Facebook.com/AuburnUMC

